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resolves itself into the ordinary intellectual
judgment as to the means towards an end, the
end in this case being presupposed the most
desirable. And thus the problem for the pro-
phets of progress is not how to strengthen con-
science, but it is simpler and more direct. It is
how to strengthen our conscious devotion to the
community, so as to make it more and more domi-
nant over our conscious devotion to ourselves.

And it is the difficulty and even the nature
of this problem that Clifford and his school seem
entirely to overlook. They imagine that their
system will leave them the old power of con-
science intact, and that the changes of view that
they introduce will only add to it. But they
forget one thing. They are right, on their own
grounds, in calling conscience instinctive, inas-
much as its biddings do not rest on their true
reasons ; but they do rest on reasons, even
though the reasons be not true. It is only
through an assignment of reasons, through a
statement of facts, and the drawing a conclusion
from them, that conscience has the smallest
power of enforcing its orders. This reasoning
may be sometimes more articulate, and some-
times less, but it is always there; and one of